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by native clothiers, and the Staplers recognized that the
home industry had the prior claim *.
The Hanseatic League was a more formidable rival than (ii.)
the Merchant Staplers, whose power had already passed its
meridian, and here the struggle was fiercer and more pro-
longed. The Merchant Adventurers did not seek in the early
stages of the conflict to deprive the Hansards of their
privileges in England, but they took their stand by the
principle of reciprocity. They claimed the right to trade
freely in the Baltic dominions of the Hanseatic League,
while the latter fought tenaciously to keep the English trade
with Northern Europe in its own hands. The issue was
raised as early as 1371 when the House of Commons com-
plained that the Easterlings ill-treated native merchants
who travelled from year to year to ' parts of the Scone'
to purchase herrings ; and they demanded that the Easter-
lings should treat merchants in their own dominions as they
were treated here 2. A few years later (1378) the Hanseatic
League addressed a letter to the city of London, stating that
its merchants had been deprived of their accustomed privi-
leges in England and were molested by London citizens ; in
default of redress it threatened to withdraw from this
country. The city replied that the privileges of the Han-
sards were suspended by order of Parliament on account of
the injuries inflicted on the king's subjects abroad3. They
only regained their privileges (1380)4 when they promised
to abstain from ill-treating English traders in their own
territories6. The terms of another agreement drawn up in
1388 provided that English merchants should enjoy freedom
of traffic in Prussia, and German merchants in England.
"All lawful merchants of England whosoever shall have
free licence and authority with all kinds of ships, goods
and merchandises to resort unto every port of the land of
1  For the later history of the Merchant Staplers, see infra, vol. ii. 20 5
iii. 23.
2  Rotuli Parliamentorum, ii. 306 a.                    * Letter Booh Ht 101.
4 M. M. Postan, " The Economic and Political Relations of England
and the Hanse, 1400-1475 ", in Studies in English Trade in the Fifteenth
Century (ed. Power and Postan), 106.
6 Rotuli Parliamentorum, iii. 52 a.